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When troops returned from the First World War (WW1) and 

disembarked at docks across Australia, they carried the effects of 

their experiences in this terrible and destructive war. New 

technology in warfare led to shocking injuries and many of those 

who returned suffered the physical and mental effects. 

The Australian Government established a war pension scheme in 

late 1914 to help wounded veterans and the families of those who 

were killed. However, the growing number of casualties prompted 

the need for a new, comprehensive and centralised repatriation 

scheme. 

In 1918, the Australian Government created the Repatriation 

Department to help returned veterans resettle in the Australian 

community. The department introduced programs to assist veterans 

develop their vocational skills and find jobs, and supported their 

independence through pensions and loans. A soldier settlement 

scheme was established and administered by the states. 

The department also provided medical services to meet the 

extensive and varied needs of veterans and  financial assistance for 

their dependants. It was an enormous undertaking for the 

Repatriation Department, which had no model to work from. The 

long-term costs of ongoing medical care and welfare benefits 

following the war were on a scale never before encountered. 

First World War: Repatriation of veterans | naa.gov.au  

First World War:  

Repatriation of Veterans 

Lest We Forget 

SPONSOR 

http://www.dublinhistorygroup.com.au/page/dublindispatch
https://www.naa.gov.au/students-and-teachers/student-research-portal/learning-resource-themes/war/world-war-i/first-world-war-repatriation-veterans
https://www.bendigobank.com.au/public/community/our-branches/virginia
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Front Page Photo - Repatriated soldiers, including a stretcher case and walking wounded, come down the gangplank at Port Melbourne, 
Vic. A crowd watches at the foot of the gangplank                                                                                                                                                                                   
Repatriated soldiers, including a stretcher case and walking wounded, come down the gangplank at ... | Australian War Memorial  

These are  some of the original World War 

One Soldier Settlers in the area -  

BARNS Philip Ernest 

BAKER Norman Loveday  

BLACKET Samuel Bertram 

CLARK Henry Edward George 

JONES Mervin Elgin (Mervyn) 

JENKIN Clifford Vincent 

LOVERIDGE Frederick Samuel  

LYON John Alexander 

MOODY David Alexander 

McEVOY Peter James 

PRICE George Owen 

ROWE Wilfred Diment 

YOUNG Albert 

Some of these names are mentioned in the 

Minute Book and the support that was given 

  

The Dublin Repatriation Minute Book that 

was donated to the DHG was dated from 

26/6/21919 to 9/11/1921, it is a combination of 

General and Executive Meetings these were 

held either in Dublin or Windsor. The 

Chairperson at the time was H W Lyons, the 

committee consisted of  Misters G. Price, H A 

Lyons, Taylor, W Brook, Ross and J Bingham, 

Miss Day and Madams - Price, Prime, Arnold, 

White, Sunman and C Lindsay (Secretary). 

It discusses how they supported the returned 

solders with accommodation, employment 

and substances, paid doctors fees, as well as 

allowances for soldiers settling on the land for 

stock and implements.  If there were any 

issues the ex-soldiers had with the State body 

they would  help to get resolution. 

Also fundraising by concerts and sports days 

and supporting the Peace Loans the 

Government had issued. 

The fallen soldiers widows would receive 

Christmas Gifts from the state body. 

 

It minuted when the  SA War Trophy 

Committee were offering  Dublin and Windsor 

the War Trophies, which they accepted and 

ensured Long Plains and Wild Horse Plains 

also received them 

W H Lyon and C  Lindsay  attended  

Repatriation Conferences in Adelaide  and 

one in June 1919 Mr Lyon was quoted as 

saying  

ñThere had been much dissatisfaction with the 

manner in which the State Department had 

dealt with land settlement, but they realised 

that it had had great difficulties. Many people 

were anxious to get on the land and some 

would be quite as anxious to get off again. It 

was just as well some delay had occurred. He 

gave the Commonwealth credit for what it had 

done for repatriation.ò 

Advertiser Thursday 19 June 1919, page 5  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5656234 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1028607
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5656234
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Community Notice Board 

 

Welcome to Morgan Sawmills 

See page 25 for more details 

Dublin - Dublin War Memorial 

10.45 am 

Mallala -  Mallala Monument 

10.45 am 

Parham  - Port Parham Sports 

and Social Club  at 10.45 

 

See page  9 for further details 
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Algal bloom Information 

Citizen of the Year 2026 nominations are now open 

The Citizen of the Year awards acknowledge 
the unsung heroes of our community who, 
through their contributions, make our state a 
better place. 

These individuals and organisations offer 
outstanding service each day and enable our 
communities to be stronger as a result of 
their tireless efforts. 

If you know someone making a real 
difference in our local community, nominate 
them for the Citizen of the Year Awards 
2026. 

 

 

Categories are: 

¶ Citizen of the Year 

¶ Young Citizen of the Year 

¶ Community Event of the Year 

¶ Community Group of the Year 

¶ Community Project of the Year 
 

Nominations close on                                      

Sunday 16 November 2025.  

Please direct all enquiries to Sue Dugan,  

Acting Manager Library and Community on 

08 8527 0200 or info@apc.sa.gov.au 

Citizen of the Year 2026 nominations are now open | Adelaide 

Plains Council 

Report dead or dying wildlife 

Do not touch or remove dead or dying wildlife 

you find on the coast. You can report sick or 

dead wildlife to the Algal Bloom Hotline by 

calling 1800 774 779. 

Seafood and crabbing 

All commercially available seafood from 

South Australian waters is safe to eat. 

Shellfish available for sale is frequently tested 

to make sure it meets strict safety standards. 

If you catch fish, crabs, prawns, lobsters, or 

squid yourself, they are safe to eat if cleaned 

thoroughly and gutted before cooking. 

But: 

Bivalve molluscs (oysters, cockles, mussels, 

pipis, scallops) and abalone that you catch or 

collect yourself should not be consumed. 

Never eat dead fish, cockles or other marine 

life found on the beach. 

Swimming in or touching the water 

SA Health advises to avoid contact with 

discoloured water or foam. 

The algae does not product a toxin that is 

harmful to humans or could cause long-term 

effects, but exposure can cause: 

skin irritation 

eye irritation 

respiratory symptoms such as coughing and 

shortness of breath. 

Visit SA Health for up to date water quality 

alerts. 

SA Health water quality alerts       

Fact sheet - Algal bloom - SA Government - 

30 July 2025               

https://www.apc.sa.gov.au/home/latest-news/citizen-of-the-year-2026-nominations-are-now-open
https://www.apc.sa.gov.au/home/latest-news/citizen-of-the-year-2026-nominations-are-now-open
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/public+health/water+quality/water+quality+alerts
https://www.apc.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0033/1847139/Algal-bloom-factsheet_A4_29-July-2025_FINAL.pdf
https://www.apc.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0033/1847139/Algal-bloom-factsheet_A4_29-July-2025_FINAL.pdf
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Seasonôs Greetings 

As the holiday season arrives, itôs a time for family, reflection, and festive cheer. I extend my warmest 

regards to everyone in the  area. Itôs a moment to appreciate the incredible contribution that all of you 

make to your community, and our country. 

As we enjoy the summer, I also hope that the worst of the algal bloom is behind us, and that the 

beautiful beaches and coastline of the Gulf of St Vincent can continue to recover. As your 

representative in Canberra, I will continue to fight for support on this matter. 

The end of a year is a great time to look forward, but itôs also a time to look back and learn from 

experiences. This year we faced significant challenges, some the likes of which we had never seen 

before. I have already mentioned the algal bloom, but we also spent much of 2025 in a generational 

drought. This period was one of the toughest faced by South Australian farmers ever, and the 

impacts are still being felt. It is my hope that the Government will reflect on their response, and that 

next time we face drought conditions farmers receive timely and meaningful support. 

A shared goal of mine and my Coalition partners is to strengthen Australiaôs 

position as a leading producer of high-quality food and fibre for domestic and 

international markets. To achieve this, we need to address some key areas; 

A focus is needed on the rising cost of energy, which impacts every step of 

the supply chain. Ensuring access to affordable and reliable power is crucial 

for farmers and businesses of all types to remain competitive and successful.                    

We also need to make processes simpler and more efficient. By streamlining 

rules and reducing unnecessary paperwork, we can free up businesses to 

focus on what they do best: growing, creating, and providing for the nation.  

As your Member for Grey, I am acutely aware that those living in regional South Australia often feel 

left behind. So, while Christmas and the holiday season are a precious time that should be enjoyed 

by all, this time of year also starkly brings into focus the inequality of services each of us faces living 

outside of the city. Whether it be health care, aged care, or child care Governments have significant 

work to do in ensuring that nobody is worse off just because they live in the country. In the New Year 

it is a priority of mine to bring these issues of inequality to Canberra. 

Though regional South Australia may lack some essential services, community spirit is abundant. So, 

I encourage you all to embrace it this festive season: buy local, support your clubs and groups, and 

connect with your neighbours. Because it is these fibres of country pride that will keep regional South 

Australia together into 2026 and beyond! 

From my family to yours, I wish you a very Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy, and successful 

New Year. 

Tom Venning  : MP Federal Member for Grey 
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Protecting Our Shorebirds: Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary 

Saturday, 11 October marked World Migratory Bird Day. It was a chance to meet up with the 

Friends of the Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary (FAIBS) and a time to celebrate the incredible 

journeys of millions of shorebirds that travel vast distances each year ð from the Russian tundra 

and Alaska all the way to our own Port Parham and Thompson Beach. 

The Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary or Winaityinaityi Pangkara, means "country belonging ton 

all birdsò in Kaurna language because around 27,000 migratory birds find refuge each year. 

Stretching 60 kilometres from Barker Inlet to Port Parham, this pristine coastline is home to 263 

species of flora and fauna, including the curlew sandpiper, red knot, ruddy turnstone, and eastern 

curlew. 

The dedicated óFriendsô volunteer group formed in 2016 to protect the sanctuary by monitoring 

plants and shorebirds, raising awareness about the importance of the habitat and organising events 

to engage the community.    

These volunteers have helped the sanctuary thrive for nearly a decade and they would welcome 

more volunteers. I have learned a lot about this sanctuary by spending time with the volunteers and 

I admire their efforts to conserve this area as many of them travel from the city. 

On multiple occasions now I have raised my concerns in Parliament about the impact of harmful 

algal bloom on Gulf St Vincentôs marine life. This coastal crisis threatens the very food stock 

migratory birds rely on, from molluscs and worms to small fish.  

Make no mistake, the algal bloom is having an impact on the ecosystem and our migratory 

shorebirds. I have used parliament, talkback radio, algal bloom community sessions and social 

media to get answers from the Labor State Government in response to concerns shared by FAIBS, 

BirdLife Australia and local park rangers. We must ensure there is adequate funding to protect the 

feeding habitat for these remarkable birds.  

Safeguarding this sanctuary means preserving a vital link in a global migration flyway and protecting 

one of our regionôs true natural treasures. It is well worth a trip to Thompson Beach. Just remember 

to ótread carefullyô and give the birds óroom in the bloomô to feed peacefully. 

If you would like a copy of my speech (or if I can assist with another matter) 

please donôt hesitate to make contact by email frome@parliament.sa.gov.au 

or phone 8842 4304. 

Kind regards 

Penny 

mailto:frome@parliament.sa.gov.au
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Harry was a family member that 

one only heard about as my 

Great Aunts talked to each other when they 

thought no one was listening. Like most 

adults, especially those brought up in late 

Victorian and early Edwardian eras they failed 

to notice the presence of children. Now adults 

and especially older ones are fascinating 

beings for children when they are two 

generations away like as my great aunts were 

from me, and the subjects of their private 

conversations are immensely interesting. 

Children learn to hide in plain sight, so 

thankfully family stories are passed on, albeit 

unwittingly. 

Great Uncle Harry never featured in the flesh 

to me despite being one of my forbears who I 

thought I knew well through listening in. Later 

when I became an adult and did family history 

research, I was able to use what I had learnt 

by listening to recognise the gaps in my 

knowledge of Harry and so complete the tragic 

tale. 

Harry was an Anzac who landed on Gallipoli 

as part of the Australian 4th Light Horse 

(dismounted). There was no room for horses 

on the narrow beaches of Gallipoli. The 

attrition rate for human casualties was so 

severe and the need was for troops on the 

ground in great numbers so that the Light 

Horse was sent, dismounted. 

Harry was invalided off the Gallipoli Beach 

and transferred after hospitalisation to a 

Camel Unit in Egypt after spending some time 

in a military hospital on Malta and again on 

Cyprus and in Egypt. No one had any idea 

how to treat his illness. He was not alone in 

this as no matter how hard the army doctors 

tried, they could not seem to get to the bottom 

of his illness. Many medicos gave up on him 

and of hundreds of others like him who did not 

respond to conventional treatment, so doctors 

brought the treatment to a close by blaming 

the patient for wilfully malingering. Thus, Harry 

was given up as a bad job and was invalided 

home to Australia with the diagnosis of 

ñneurasthenia,ò or in plain English, ñnerves.ò 

The public called it ñshell shock.ò When he 

arrived home, he found that his wife had taken 

on a lover and he was no longer wanted, 

losing permanent contact not only with his wife 

but his children also. He went back home to 

his parents for a time, but his father found it 

difficult to cope with him in close quarters and 

especially when he would not follow the 

fatherly advice to ñPull yourself together man.ò 

The unwritten assumption was that it was all 

Harryôs fault that he had frequent episodes of 

dysfunctional behaviour. His mother and his 

adult sisters were more clement in giving him 

the benefit of the doubt but in those days in 

well run households the oldest male member 

ruled over the rest and Harry lost and 

eventually left home when ordered by his 

father to go and never come back. His mother 

and his sisters were ordered to never contact 

him or speak his name though one sister did 

by secret letters for some time. 

He went to Queensland, as far as he could go 

and for some years was in and out of hospitals 

as a war veteran, but no one could make a 

difference to his irrational episodes. Each time 

he was hospitalised the doctor tried the latest 

treatment to no avail and in the end, he was 

out in western Queensland taking the spa 

waters at the newly established mineral hot 

water baths at a place called Muckadilla. This 

was all the rage among those that could afford 

it or like Harry at the army Repatriation 

Department expense. Muckadilla proved as 

useless as all the other attempted cures and 

on returning to Brisbane he boarded with a 

widow and her two daughters. With their 

sympathetic care Harry gradually became 

more functional, and his manic episodes 

lessened in severity and frequency until at last 

he could hold down a job and eventually 

(Continued on page 9) 

GREAT UNCLE HARRY, A GALLIPOLI VETERAN 
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married one of the daughters and gradually 

remade a happy life never leaving 

Queensland and losing all contact with his 

family, though never out of the memories of 

his mother and sisters. 

The truth was that Harry had PTSD, which we 

only now are beginning to understand, and we 

still seek a complete cure. When we are faced 

with not being able to help people it is easier 

to blame the victim in the end for their 

disability which for us brings the matter to a 

close and absolves us from guilt and 

responsibility. 

 

I am writing this article on Good Friday and 

cannot help but be thankful that Jesus does 

not give up on us and our failures as we try to 

follow his example of love. It is a temptation to 

say that it was alright for him as he was God, 

yet life would be unbearable if we all followed 

this cop-out. We are faced with the example 

through history of so many who like him loved 

others to the end. 

ñNo one has greater love than this, to lay 

down oneôs life for oneôs friends.ò (John 15.13 

NRSV) 

 

Father Bartholomew OôDonovan  

for Remembrance Day 2025 

(Continued from page 8) 

GREAT UNCLE HARRY, A GALLIPOLI VETERAN - Continued  

Open Arms - Veterans & Families Counselling  

 

 

Remembrance Day 

Tuesday NOVEMBER 11th 2025 

10.45am 

PORT PARHAM SPORTS            
AND SOCIAL CLUB 

REMEMBER THE FALLEN! 

Donations accepted for                                 
RSL Poppy Day appeal 

  

The Ode of Remembrance 

They shall grow not old,                                        

as we that are left grow old:  

Age shall not weary them,                                     

nor the years condemn.  

 

At the going down of the sun                                   

and in the morning  

We will remember them.  
Laurence Binyon  

https://www.openarms.gov.au/
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Avon Art & Craft Guild 

Long Plains Red Cross Branch 

The branch held a meeting on 8
th
 October to 

plan for the rest of the year. Secretary Alison 

Pym attended a Fire Preparedness Seminar 

at Avon. President Chris attended the Annual 

Meeting at Red Cross House on 16
th
 October 

and accepted the shield for our Branch 

fundraising for 24-5. Sincere thanks to 

Fletcher Newtonôs family for their support and 

to all our generous donors to the March 

Appeal and fundraisers. 

 

Alison Pym will represent the Branch and lay 

a wreath at the Remembrance Day service. 

Members will enjoy a Christmas lunch in 

Gawler in November and provide items to be 

donated to Mallala Primary School Breakfast 

club. 

The Branch is conducting a Christmas raffle 

and tickets are available from members or 

bought on the night of the Christmas party at 

Long Plains Hall. 

We look forward to seeing you at our cake 

and biscuit stall at the Dublin Strawberry Fete 

8
th
 March, 2026. 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held 

on Wednesday 11
th 
February 2026.  

If you would like to know more about the work 

of Red Cross you can contact Branch 

President Christine Young 0418 896 888 or 

Secretary Alison Pym 8862 7025. 

A happy and peaceful Christmas to all and many with thanks for the support throughout 

2025. 

We also wish to thank our volunteers and sponsors for helping with the various projects 

throughout the year, your time and efforts have been greatly appreciated. 

Avon Art & Craft Guild is holding a trading table in Balaklava on 13
th
 November 9am till 

noon. Lots of stocking stuffers ready for Christmas at low prices. The program for the last 

few weeks will be Christmas originated. The Craft group will be in recess during the 

Christmas school holidays. 

The Avon District Hall is available for hire at nominal hire rates. Itôs use it or lose it. 

For any info Phone 88671127 or 0419 819 420 

Best Wishes Everyone 



11 

 

 

Mallala & District Menôs Shed. 

We are a very happy group of individuals                                       

who would welcome new members                                                       

to share our passions. 

The Menôs group meet on                                                  

Wednesday and Friday 9:00 to 1:30                                        

and Sunday 9:00 to 12:30. 

We have a womenôs group                                                      

who also meet on Friday mornings. 

We have CNC laser and router units,                                        

carpentry and metal workshops. 

Our Fixit Caf® is open on Wednesday mornings                    

from 9:00 to 12:00  

If you would like to visit or have a club that may like to 

visit we will always have a cuppa and biscuit available. 

Ring our President Allan Sparre on 0423 395877 

Or Liaison Officer Colin Castanelli  0427 228574 

Or message us on mallalashed@gmail.com 

Located behind the Mallala Museum                                        

and CFS off Railway Terrace Mallala 

 

MOTORSPORT IS COMING HOME 
 

From 1941 to 1960, RAAF base Mallala was home to a number of units, notably No. 6 
Service Flying Training School featuring Airspeed Oxfords, Avro Ansons, CAC 
Wirraway and P51ôs. 
 
Come the 1960ôs, as RAAF operations moved to nearby Edinburgh, the facility was 
transformed into a motor racing circuit with the taxi ways and runways forming the 
basis of the track. This new circuit opened in 1961, hosting the Australian Grand Prix 
together with Sports Cars, Touring Cars even V8 Supercars right through until the turn 
of the century. 
  
For the past 10-15 years, Mallala has been a shadow of its former glory under the 
shadow of events and facilities like the Adelaide 500 and The Bend. óHomecomingô is 
our way of reinvigorating the circuit, showcasing aspects of its past while setting it up 
for the next chapter of its existence. 
  
The event is a two-day National Championship race meeting ï the first event of its 
kind at Mallala for more than a decade. It will run over November 21

st
 and 22

nd
 - Fri-Sat 

with track activity until 9:30pm each night, incorporating an air show aspect to the event 
throughout the Saturday with static and aerobatic displays spliced in between racing. 
Given the success of Aldinga and Barossa Air shows, they anticipate a crowd in excess 
of 10,000 people with food stalls, camping and displays. 
 

https://www.mallala.com/homecoming    

https://www.mallala.com/homecoming
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The Annual General Meeting of PADAG was held on 9
th
 September 

This was the first AGM of the organisation after becoming an incorporated body and was 
relatively well attended. The meeting was chaired by Kym Bailey and presentations were done on 
the current status of the campground, 150 Year Anniversary celebrations and the foreshore 
precinct development as well as PADAG achievements for the past 12 months. We were pleased 
to welcome Tony Piccolo MP and Councillor Brian Parker to the meeting 

Elections resulted in the following appointments: 
President: Alison Sanger 
Vice President: John Coles 
Secretary: Alvin Jenkin 
Asst Secretary: Maxine Symes 
Treasurer: Terri Coles 
Asst Treasurer: Alvin Jenkin 
Public Officer: Kym Bailey 
Committee Members Trevor Applebee, Colin Makins, Ken Bell, Andrea Thomas 

We were disappointed to learn at the meeting that the community proposal to move the 80Kph 
zone to include the Port Parham Road/Webb Beach Road intersection had been rejected by the 
Department of Infrastructure and Planning. Following discussion proposing that PADAG write to 
the Minister in protest, Tony Piccolo MP offered to take the matter up and was successful in 
getting the decision changed. Members of PADAG, the Adelaide Plains Council, and Mr Piccolo 
were able to celebrate this with a photo opportunity on 9

th
 October. This was the result of over 5 

years of submissions and follow up to the Council and DIT. 

 

PADAG: John Coles, Alvin Jenkin, Mike Williams, Alison Sanger: APC Tom Jones, Mayor Mark 
Wasley: Tony Piccolo MP 

A submission from PADAG to provide a RV park at the south end of Dublin on Council managed 
land was presented to Adelaide Plains Council at their August meeting. There was no resolution 
from this meeting. 

PADAG approached Council to have the sea wrack accumulated on the Port Parham Foreshore 
during the May and June storms removed. Council was quick to action this but have been slow to 
react to sea wrack accumulation at the boat ramp since. PADAG restored the bollards in the car 
park which were impacted by the storm. 


